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BEGINNING OF TILE WAR.
jo thf Kditor or rni hkrvld:-
Oovernor Everett, who was familiar with me

history of Ihe times, cay* "tbo actual couinieutte-

ni8Br of hostilities in the war or the American
Ilevointiou night b.e mid to »*o accidental." But
the truth Is the thrilling mws of the expedition
to Oaucord to destroy tlio military stores 01 tue

colon -, and the blood; conflict* of the 19th of

April, if accident# in themselves, produce i effects
which were serious and well considered. Parlia
ment had been distinctly ant empl aucally told
that tue Fort em. would rrodr.ee tac onion of

the colonies: an Bancroft says, in three ween"
sfcer it reached Boston, "the I'outinsnt, ason.-

great Commonwee 1th, ma>lf' tlie came of Boton

tt» ownbnt the blood spilled and Ihe outrage*
conunitteil on the :9!U of April indicated war. ana

ttie colonics so understood u. Tne state of the
case was moat tersely and strongly expressed in
a little note from George Bancroft, in 1850, In
w hich be said. "(he deeds ol that day made con-

cilUtlou lmjo- and independence certain."
CC1.M1XATI0N OF ItKSKU.lON.

The battle of Fucker Hill was tne <;lear. certain
and legitimate conclusion of that long and inter¬
esting chain of events wuicli preeedad it. from
llifi o m\ beginning with the destruction ol the
Sump Office in Hi»»ion, and lolloped successively
by the shooting of young .Snyder, the Boston raas-

saere, the dest ruction of the tea, the excursl n to

Salem and the expedition to Concord, which was

the culmination o: the difficulties, (,nd whan Gen¬
eral Cage -aid rebellion was now 'Too open and
maaiiest to ueoti the opinion of lav* officers. *'

la lact it was now revolution."
THK PEOPLE ABOCSBf).

The mnrderon< i ro.eed.ats ol (isse on iho Pth
of April, aroused the whole country. This was

oae of the mo.-t unjustifiable and t.arbarons to

roads ever cade by a civilized army into a civi-
lir.ed country, characterized from oegina»u;r to

end by murder acts o* rapine, robbery. theft and
incendiarism, without a single feature, even thai
.f a iaw;e.-,s and Hiiccesslol raid, to redeem It. It
was In no reapecc creditable to lue British nation
or its repre eutaiircs, ani was censured as se¬

verely in England as in Amcrica; but It excited
and aronsad tb> spirit. energy and datermiuatl on
of the pe pie. lh»*ir military ardor wa-> awakened
and the Prov:n"la Congress, which had jus* con

claced i:e session at. Concord, immediately
siteraaM called the people to arms; and
before a month ban elapsed there was,
in fact, ..n aimy, socti as it was. nearly
equal in numbers to that or General
(lage, a sernt ,ed at. Cambridge, determined, a*

they were, to revence the conduct of the enemies
of tfce coubtj .wnose presence they had already
too mug endured.and duve them oat of it.

HiTTF.R- IS BOSTON.
lio.-on, wh.cb had Leen denounced In Parua-

mi-n' as tt,e "Tinr leader*' in the rebellion, and <ie-
aerved to he 'pnnlat.ed'' and "knocked al»oat
the ears" for setting the example to New York of
tarowtrig the tea crerhoard, was at this time a

MIL TSKT 0ABRI30X.
There tad ?eta Pritlsh troops in Boston, more

or less, from 17>,7 to 1774 the time of the Port Act,
under an exceedingly off^n*ire act of Parliament
of UN. which au.iir.nze>i tne King to sena troops
into any ol the coioniea and quarter them on the
peot>'". bat after the Port act (Juue 1,1774: went
Into npcratloa the town was slrnply a military
garrison, con'alning at the c.t.ae of tne first year
of thai act at least 10,000 troops of all arw». sue.
taiaea »nd protected by a fleet of shipa of iy«
Ro«ai Navy, un*er Admiral Grave*. all of which It
i« relieved look f an iu tne assau t opeu the Utile
reioobt and ta-dfnl of mon on Breed's Hill. The
snips were the somerse*, 68 gnns: Cerberus, ,<i;
O a?gow, a4; L>ely, 90; Faleoa, 20; Symmetry,
20-and they must have had at least i.joo men aaa

ntaily 300 fun*.
nncro* or roRTinciTim-uiioiijTiucn.
One of 'be car.y movmenta uiid«r tntt military

r-iyimt wa» tfc» aroctlon of fortification* oo Boa-
tan fiecX.the only entranc* to t'ie town except¬
ing t»y mean# «f '.fee f«rr»e«.and vol* excited the
utmost indignation of the people *u»b they »aw

tne "t»ig raaoone" wmcn were amounted there,
i ».: auuortuet or Boston pro'eared aarnaailj
against the worn: tbeeAuaiyassemr.rtaii protected
utf^ir.tt it; tbe Continental Conirrri4 at Philadel¬
phia (>ept<n. ar, 1774) remonstrated agamst
If, and tb« Pro\ mcial Congresa of
cltvsetta (O ». t>#r, 1774) protested aga<a-t it.
Comanntcatr n«. n-ftsaages and c mmittee* were

sen', to r.cnera. (Ugr concerning the matter.all
wrrour ef7et: To the Provincial connrra* he .all
ibe menace- at<l warlike preparation male it
teecsaary to >:oc*rriin ' wtiatToa rail a forirew.
wbici, nnl»a» »*ne?ed, will anno) notnKiy."

Tins >ast expie*«<n surprised tbe Cougret*. and
rney re'orted t»p"n Uis Kxeellency very sharply,
and claimed that tue forire»«, or woatcfer u* was

pleased to call it, "cut off eommunicitiott between
tue ccnntrj and ti.e capit*1, tupri*on»d tbe vatuj
tuoiiiand tnbaMiants or tie town or n istonan'
«)«a continnai annorante to iuat oppressed coin-

hi mil t y. Tbe lettar from the continental Con-

gr**». comprising {P.* tbey took Ibe opportunity
to inform General i.a^ei repre entatlva* from "ali
i be cmontot front Nova Scntia to Georgia," was

?err atrong and decided- ba-ed upon tie rcsola-
.Hat* wbi b tbay bad adopted tbat, 'Hue town of
HP .ton and t be prcTin'-* of MaMicfcna^tts Hay are

c«u»iOer»d hy al. amerie* as antTering in the com¬

mon "an e."
ca.a replied, "'bcre u not n stnyi* gun pointed

ajra'nat the town, and no m n'a property baa 'j»*o
v ,r dout re afia.i**-ed mat -two worn* of em' «.

bi'l o*«n ral'td. and gnna put in maw; old
wjrksbave been sireagibt-aed and fsiu ptaeed
ibcre likewiee," and he exrns»'t hlmseif nHb tne

plea mat U wa> hi* <lat/.
I 'je bnilding ami arming of thase 'oriiflcatioas

»d'» aunorance to tbe provincials, and
wit le it was In pnrt tbe work of tne defence, it
w»* on<* of tbe imni»«( a'e m aanr»a wbicfc ureugm 1

< u tbe'->a»fie of Bunker HIIL Ibey ware tut talk
in the -arep ar. iBi.ratedina latter from a poor
pcrttcr'a Wife, wbo wan to be left a widow, a.t abe

feat-*.<."tnej nre ennding ba:;ariea aronn l tna
' >wn aud a< are we. We arc "xnacting '.aa town
to >« bfira' «Jowr e\er» day, and I t>e: av.- w« are

.old "

TTf Pr-TFrr^FP CONDITIO*.
In the nirat lui» the cuudition of Bo«'on, Witb

I * en or twenty ! ron«^t>d inbab'.tauis. and Its
H'rmon ofm^rr t'lan hmf a<« mao* aolUiers, «><

B-t'sng to be d^p'^raoie, dreadim. I sere are nn.
tiero'ia letter* fr :r, Britian, piovintiai. tory, rai 1-
iar» and otbei ao-ir- »s wni(;n migiit »e quoted in

rro>t of ibta ata^arnt. ah trade, commerce,
iiuaiae** of a kir,d<, btiildiflj;, msi'i'n'taring.
*c. (or by whateveyo'.b^r ternwtM Mcnpfcttoaa of
. people are to be J«*c-lned were at 30 end. Vtrl-
«us thing- were a*tempted and pttautal in, >uon
us k>rickm»kiag to employ andosc.bpy tne people;
1 at tbe trn h la. aa money, prorwi ns ,>u 1 anp
ptres of awry 'ffcr!pt|on grew goatee t ie town
was aimoai .©Kir dependent «P9n d«nnM.-,ni- at

fir at irosn tti nearcat town" aa a fl^ek af a!i«»p
r.,.m bit* r«w* rrtKimetVWdl. aslt 6<b lf /3i M*rfcia<

head, and so on from em; quarter of ihs country
irem .nov* Scotia to Georgia; flour and bread
rrini Now York, n ur from Alexandria, rice Irons
sou lb Carolina. It camo in ve-sel loads to toe

port of Haiem. and in none cases, when the right
port could not be reached, or reached in season,
the cargoes were void aud the money sent to the
Donation Committee in Boston. Virginia, 1'eun-
sylvaaia and Maryiand contributed ver; liberally
to the relief ot Boston an 1 Charlestowu. as '-being
In the name predicament," as the committee ex¬

pressed it, received seven per cent of all dona¬
tions.

IT* MOIHI AM) SOCIAL CONDITIO*.
This may well be left to the imagination of the

reader when he considers the condition of thiups
de/wribed. Gaae. who ha-1 received orders irom
the Klnpr that yon "do make the town or Salem
th place of your resldcuce; that you do require
all officer*. Ac., to attend you thore," Jrc., un-

loub e lly round tnat place incompatible with hia

safety, at It certainly wjs with his comfort and
pleasure, so bo soon found an exes o, alter the
Ueneral Court bad distinctly insulted htm. for re¬

moving to Boston and bunging the soldiers lie
had tb--re with him. Thero was a stately Prov¬
ince H"U-e m Boston, which was doubtless some,

thing in the eyes of Mra. Gage, and there was un¬

questionably some society of position in charac-
icr among ttie army officers, and more especially
perhaps in the iamilles of the mandamus council¬
lors, who were in Boston, with otber influential
torlcs.
But all thero was of fashion, elegance,

taste, luxury or style.(iaye left at

Isaat three carnages behind him when he

went to Kngland and Howe declined to

take« them away.or even ChM-itian wor¬

ship tn one rortlon of the city and among one

portion of th* people. It may well be believed,
found its foil counterpart in the other. Still (iage
and his retinue did the best they could toward an

enjoyable and luxurious life In the colonial man¬

sion Tne discipline of the soldiers yould oc¬

casionally be loose, the parades became monot¬
onous, the marches outside the town, which were

sometimes indulged in, lacked excitement, as the

people would not even look at tliem. There were

forays hiri foraging parlies tn ail directions, by
land a lid water, to help out the salt provisions.
Tb»re whs lie.la flrlnx bsyond th3 morning and

evenf,g guu. All t!so was waste of p»«der, and
cyan this was sometimes indulged tn.
Church and s;ate were closely united, and there

was preaching for the people and prayers for ttio
Kinir in King's chapel on Sundays, attended almost

exclusive!/ by Ills Majesty's army and navy
officers, no doubt with most punctilious etiquette,
sure to be kept un by the high olllclals ana Imi¬
tated by all who were clothed in a little brief
authority below tuain, while on all other 4ays of
the week the usual monotony of camp life pre¬
vailed.

THINGS IN NEW YORK.
COM Hill KB or COBJVKSPOSDENUK --COXTINKNTAL

COSORESS.

Long before the battle of Bunker Dill, New York,
Stale, count/ and city, a* In full communion
with Boston, and Bancroft ^ivcs special credit to
New York lor her earl/, If not actually first, move-

mcnt In tlie assembling of a continental Longrcss.
sntl declares that she anticipated Boston in this
important matter. Tiie "Sons of Liberty" m Now
loru were very active an J very patriotic, a'id
were circposcd qr.lt* largely of the middling cIrpj. !
as in Boston, not Including tho wealth and real
estate of the city, in May. 1774, the merchants, real
e-ttiteowaer* ami oth«r wealthy clwzeiis, not alto-
setoersatisfled with the proceedings of the Sons of
liberty,oalled a public meeting. and appointed Art/
gentlemen a* a conimittrc of correspondence, " or
the important and saiuiaty purpose of keepin*
up a correspondence wltn our slaier colonies"
Ac,, tbu-> supetbsritng the Sons ot Liberty, bat, ita
I' -eemi. not extinguishing tooin. On the lftth of
May, three dajs later, auother Duetc g was held
(there being some dlsaatisiaciion with the preced¬
ing cne), at which toe doiu^s were confirmed and
one more added to the committee 1 tie Assembly
at Albany had previously, in January, hppoiuted
a committee of correspondence, congi-sting of
thirteen members.

CONTIN ENT 11. CONGRESS.
At a meeting o' the Committee ot Filly-one on

the 23d of May a letter from the Bosun commit¬
tee was read an i referred to a committee, and at
eight o'clock the same evening the committee re¬

ported a reply to the1 Boston letter, in which the
subject of nig-importation was referred to and
brieflr considered, and then the committee sav,
. Lpon these reasons we conclude that a Congress
oi Hepuiles from the colonies In general is of the
ntojosi moment, and that It ongit to be assembled
without delay," adding, "We request your speed/
opinion of the pr posel Congress".a measure
white Join Hancock earnestly suggested in Ins
oration a. Boston on the 5th of March preceding.

WaKltCH JliABS NEW TOBB.
On 'he .11 of June Sew Yors, still adberinjto

her op.uions, r^newej her proposition lor a sea-
era! Congress, t,at. we think, did not at this time
select her deiega'cs. In tho meamiBie a move¬
ment was made by the patriots, headed by Sam.
Adani% in the General Assembly at Salem, toward
a general Cjngress, arid Dr. Warren. still having
some misgiving* in regard to ihe merchants oi
New > ork, wrote to Adams, nrglng his alteation
to the mutter, and sartor. "I fear New Vork will
not assist ns with a very goon grace: but she «.»
perhapi, be a<tiauied to desert us, a*. iea«r u oer
merchants offer to sell u." (the Bruise M.autrv
bad trmd tiara to bribe tbraa. oy offers of tfce trsie
and business ai the wnoie country!, said Warren
..her mechanics will foroid the auction,"

TEC* TO THE CAUSE.
But the troth i*. as the British Ministry seon dig.

'

covered, thej could aot rely upon New York
whether Bostoa couio or not Toe Aasembiv at
>eiem. on the ITU of Jane, 1774. elected their

fT.?*,1!' 10 .tDe Continental Congress. and on the
13th of Juiy Sew Vork elected as her delegates
Kuans, Llvinsrs'.on. Alsop, Low aud Jay. i

In October the ooinmitt.ee called a meeting of
the itnporiers, and they resolve* nor to aovame
?he prices or goous beyond a ress.nsb'e profit
sod declared ir any retailer should do so -wo
wilt as on* man, define dealing with hirr..'" a> d
ho.d turn or ihem responsible ;*r "all the dieiurb-
. aces that shall t»e cousequent thereon.''

KOV-iMfoRTa(lOM SPOPIKP.
/n Octot.er the Continental congress deiermincd

upon, 'for the present," certain i escsrul mea*-
ures, the flrsi o!.wh ch was, "lo enter into a cjn-
Imputation, ti'.n !¦ ninmjiiion and nei expoita-
tloa agreement or a«s .elation," ihls was esoti
after a<inpt*<] by all the colonies, one section fr>iu
tee texi of tins a'soclation, very cerious in nself
will jiiso show the spirit o; the times and toe
peopi-5.

»«»4Sr >tas or tcoNoiir,
.¦K v:» will, in <>iir several station;, en'ohmre

iru*a ity, ecooom) and ladnstry, and promote aa-
ricuitiire, arts. Ac., and will els< biiDiensnce and
dts< oursge every species of exirsvagenc* aad du-
aip.tioo. espe- taliv all nor«e-raelog *nd all kinds
oi gaaiitK co«k Oghtinr, exhibitions of shows,
plays aou omer expecsive diversions aad enter¬
tainments; and on the death of any relation or
friena none of us, aor any of our famil'oe, will eo
into anv fortuer *ourntn,j dress than a blatc
»raj e or nbb.a o > tae arm or bat #or aeotlemsa
a- d a black rit't.on or necklace lor iadie*. aad we

"uefi's w,WBM° K'v,t4* "( gloves aid scans at

aor r vr ir r»k sojf.s or t.iwsrr.
(.en-ral'.age durinir the winter of 1774 5, hud

Itariliy be> n able to su.'Tsiii his troopi la Boston
no wit is'andiue all the forawnj of the KOidiers
"¦1 *he cutters of the men-ui-war. and had *a-
c ired early m tne spring two Carao s of bread,
floor and other applies in New York, as probably
fcc Ji A '...en in toe hsblt of doing. Those weie
ytng t' te*> wiiari wnen the affuii %t Lez oirton
and « nc.ord happeoed. on recuvirffc tae partlo-
«lar« of tfcewe e\» «is the Hons of l.tinrtr pro-
needed to tne wuart aao, it ia statfd. prouptlf
ua oaieu both vessels.

TWK ( ITT al.ARMFO.
In 'nne. 177'., wiien the battieof Bunker Hill was

near, toore was much excitement in New tors.
.* bearing that Mritish troops, m then uncounted
numbers, were to be landed ia mat city, and pos-
sioi> Boston, which had receive 1 such essential
aid from New terk In her distress, relieved of the
war oy its transfer to teat city, ifee Contineaiai
<oB?reas. in wines New Vork had pinned her
(aun. belna tn ses'lon, aopilcttion was made to it
for aovire. congress promptly replied, advialnr
tliem to put teeir women and children in some
<aie place, allow the troops to occupj the i.srracke
In torn. Oat in no event allow theui te throw tin
fortifications; r#at It now turned out that tbs war I
a as to '>. ia Bostr n a».j not in New York, Jnst a
moutii neiore this Warren, in a letter 10 rbiladel-
paia thanking her for "jour hui'sired and twenty

Ir r*'*ceinf the ministerial
plan:.' We are all embarked in one botiora: if
one colony Is enslaved stie win ^e Immediately
improved as an enslne to stiMoe toe others."
_ _

TUB CfTT RRMBVB.o.
New York, on toe 17th of June, was relieved of

Set aniiety. aa win be seen oy the following in-
ter.«stiiig document:.

*

'f» Pnofifrrsi, coh^bvss. i

r
New Yoke, June 17, 1775, {

G».KTi.guE7f*.We are this day inform d, by :»Ir. '
ss«lly' ,,or<1 u'tfe pa* ket boat, that the
Slercory ship oi-wsr was cruising oil our coast.
ao<i is now at >tQdr liook to or.ier the trans- 1

porta rroro Iraland, with troops destined to tbui
city, to proceed lumodiately to Boston, ami did
on Toes**? last. about three leagues to the *omh
of Hand; llojk. deliver tnose orders to the ei«l
Spy. mun-ot-war (now a transport, with a part ol
ike Fort* fourth regimo»t on board;, vruo loamo>
oiateiy altered her course.
Captain Jeffrey told us be had this information

bom iron the officers of the tr.iopn on b"ar<i of me
spy auu from symo of the officers of tbo Mercury
man-or-war.
From this information we are Induced to con¬

clude that houis capital stroke n meditated
aaainst our brethren or the Massachusetts Hay.
W» therefore, gentlemen, think it our duty to
deipa ch thfa information to you, that it maybe
known to the Coirinental Congress.
We are, gentlemen, your very huuable servant,

P. V. B. LIVINGSTON, President.
TO 111! XKW VOHK L>KI.12i<ATBS IS CKNTKNMAl. COK-
* iiKF.SS."
These delegates were Philip Livingston,-James

Duaue and Jonn Altop.
t'ATUIOriV COINriDK.S 'K.

it is worthy or remark that probably at the
very hour this let ter was written in Uie Provincial
Congress ol New York the Continental congress at
Philadelphia was adopting t*e commission of
George Washington, aa<t ttie extemporized Pro¬
vincial army around lloatou were fighting tbe first
battle of the American Revolution. It whs "reail
by paragraph*, and uebated, wan agreed to, aud
(tbe record mys) is a« follows." It begins:.

"THE CONOR ISA.
"Tbe delegates of the t nited Coloales (naming

tue twelve; in Congress assembled,
.TO OKOROK WASHINGTON, ItSQ.

"We, reposing special trust and confidence In
your patriotism, valor, conduct and fidelity, do by
these preaeut#," Ao.

' This commission to continue In force until re¬
voked t>y thia or a future Congress. By order of
the Congress. JOHN HANCOCK, President.
'.PHfi.AbKi.pnii, June XT, 1775."
Thns were tbo tliree great cities of the United

Colonies of that day, Boston, New Yurie aud Phila¬
delphia, \ariously occupied, unknown lo each
other, on the 17 th of June, 1775, one hundred years
ago.

THE COMING WAR.
OAan MUST BE DKIVEN FROM BOSTON.

The question very naturally began to bo consid¬
ered and asked.in tact had been aome time
considered among the provincials.bow long is
.Ills condition or things toUatf Tbe patriot* of
loiton felt, and In fact were told, that the coan-

try was looking to them to know what was to be
done. All eyes were turned tow..rd the town, not

simply in sympathy for her snfTer.ngs, for with
evory cargo ol supplies came worda of encourage-
ment and cope. Hancock, wuo was on his way to

Congress, on the 24tn of April, wrote to tne Coin-
m:tteoof Safety:.
"K»r God's sake do not suffer the spirit of the

men to subside until thoy have perfected tbo re¬

duction of our enemies. Boston must be entered;
the troops must be aunt away."
They bad murderjd our people; they had

bniuod tbeir houses; ibey bad robbed tbe maga-

detachment of theirs, and 200 Connecticut force*.
commanded by Captain Koowlion."
These were ordered upon tbe parade ground,

Prater w as earnestly offered in their behalf by
resident Langdon, or Harvard College, and at

aoout nine o'clock tho detacnment moved coward
Chart**town.

liREKU'3 HII.L.
Colonel Preacott doea not say so, for there w»<i

no need 01 *ayiug so, according to luti acoount;
but other autaorlties do say that at the Neck, at
ilie base of liuuker Mill, or ou Bunker iiill, he held
a consultation with hia uilloers and communicated
to tnsnrhls ordon, and thut here General Putnam
joined them. So thai whether nla outers said
breed's Ilili; whether they agreed to go to
Breed's Hill, or waether they went to meed's
Hill, "by some mistake," a^ Mr. Thatchnr
says, It is impossible to determine. It is certain
ttiat they wont thero and commenced tne work
they were ordered to in. Colonel Griuley, the en¬
gineer, marked out ;hu lines, and "we beyan tho
Intrenchuient about twelve o'clock." and the
work wiu continued until daylight without inter¬
ruption. A guard had patolled the ehores ot the
town during the ntslit, and it is -aid that Colonel
Preacett and General Brooks had been down to
shore and round ai. quiet. But at daylight I root
"the masthead ot tha Lively," (or quite us likely
from the cook notice), the cluster ot iuen at work
>vas seen ou tbe hill. Sure enough, there wore
the rebels! Now whatl

THK ENTRINCHMEOT
It was twelve o'clock at ul/lit. ''right, ana dear

and silent, when the Ural spade was put into the
ground,

The illen' iter* were burning blight
No cloud oWured ttis nkr.

Tho br^sih ot nature e'eu AutimliJ
aii l only ieeui'd to sigh.

Although It was only about roar honrs before
tho men were dlscov«rod and Urea upon, the
work was continued until nearly rwelvu o'clock
tho nay ot the battle. The men had worked with
a will tn the intr»nohm»nt and on the breastwork,
wiuoh extended some rods down tne lull on the
left of the line. Beyond this, and betweoa the
breastwork ard the shore of Mystic River, was
that redoubtable ana Important woik, the ruil
fence, which, however, wns not put together un
til lato in the day when the engagement was at
hand.

STTRTBIfll OP GIVER U. OA«*.
Tbe Information obtained tnrougu the spies em-

ployed proved to be trim, a* Genoral burgoyne dia-
tlioUy savs the heiffhis around the town were to
be occupied, "to begin with Uorchester Heights,"
and "everything was Disposed accordingly * * *

to be executed on the 18th." For this move¬
ment, therefore, tioneral Gage was prepared when
the cannonading of the Lively began to roll
around and waks np the town so early on the
morning of the lTth; and it may easily be con-
ceired how much surprised."thunderstruck"
can hardly express it.he was when ln'e Ifgeuce
of what tiad ocen done by these paltry peasantry
during the nijrut reached him ai tbe Province
House. Lord Percy may poa»lblv ti.ivo expected
something oi the kind, nud perhaps General Gaga
nimselfdtd; hot at a'l events thcr were uoi pre-
paro-l for what thpy saw on Breed's Illll, which
one of the English writers absurdly calls "a
prodigy."

EXCTTEMIVT IV ROSTOV.
The excitement which prevailed throngh the

town as last as the newssareart among the peo¬
ple, when the batiery on Copps' Hill tuitowea the

GENERAL WARREN'S LAST LETTER.

The abora in » fao-siruile of a letter written Uy General Warren to General Heath.
General Warren was killed the next d*y.

ztnca of p iwder, tho isiauds and shores of cattle,
ana were d<lly threatening further agtrresslona.
wfccn < oancclcnt proposed to send commlsslon-
er-t to General Gate, with a view to reconciliation,
Warren wan Indignant, and wrute to her people
that tliejr did not tteem to be bens.We of the
ro gene* to which General Cage's army bad re¬
duce i the wretched culony." He said to them In
moat emphatic language.not proposing In tb«
least to dlscuM th« matter with tbem."Our relief
must now arise from driving Ccneral Gage, with
b>« troe; a, ont of the country, which, by the
blessing of God, we are determined to accomplish
or perish in tbe atterant."
This wj» tbe feeling at this time, no doubt, of

tbe people of tbe eolonles. ft. wae tbe feeling of
the army, watch had almost gathered Itaelf to¬
gether at Cambridge, it was tbe fear of Oage
himself and of reroy, who had written to a friend
in r.ngland that they wera expecting an attacx,
as tbe Provincials bad now a train of artillery.
It waa felt at this time on both sides that war
was Inevitable; and the Americana were a little
diepoaed to profit, and did so te some extent, by
an early recognition of the feet, In tbe taxing of
Ticoaderoga aal frown Point, wblch supplied
them with cannon and implements or war, whicb
were so mnch ne«s>le.l by the improvised army ot
Cambridge.

rmorotmox to fortift bcnxkr hilu
On the 12th of May. 177J, tbe first proposition to

forilfy Bonkar dill came before the Committee of
Hafety, wbict was, in fact, the Executive Com-
mittee of tna Provincial Congiea.s, and, after
naming other similar measarea in the clrcumvaia.
tlon around Boiton for offensive and defenalve
purromr. toe report a»ys:.-Also a atrong re¬
doubt raised on Bunker's mil, with cannon
planted there."

riOCHSlM'.* TltntfOV.
The Committee of Safety, who were on v joint

partners In thli report, under further contldera-
tion, reierred the whole matter to tha council of
War.vu., the offleera of the army, Ward, Put¬
nam, Beats. Ocnanaw, Preacott and other*. Tha
inject waa net lost slglit of, as we now Know
from other sources, although there waa no further
official action until the l$th and 16th of Jane,
ween tbe nu Miire wa- earnestly advised by tbe
commltt*a, taken berore tiie Council of War and
Instantly determined upon.hastened, as Ham
Ad*<r.4 says. t>f "aecret in'elitrcnci torn Boston,
by means or antes, that thp Britiab w--re about to
tnka i.oa*e<s!on of Darcbester rieights."

bNORR-s raiUDr.pnavKiw.
General Ward, it I* "aid (for there is no record

of the ract in bi« orderly i>«ok), on tne evening of
tbe luiii. acted In the natter, and Oolonai Pres.
oott save.

.l recuved orders to roar^b to Brosd'a Hill in
Cnnrie«to-*n, with a party or aoout l.ooo mea,
eonsUtiiig of Jw handrail of my own regiment,
Cotouel Hiidge aud ; >» ..euao' Bilcb^tL wan a

lead of tbe lively. mayeasliv be conceive.1 by
the reader. bm coula hardly i»c described by an
eye Wltueea of the -c«n». 1'be fir.ng oi cannon
«ai pemaps not bo rery rare i tain* in a garri¬
soned town, but so terrific a ro.ir an thai which
ensued, nnt:i Admiral Craves *»a wid» awake
euoujta to rbeeK It, bud certainly never been
heard nmnnd Boston before. It may well have
been believed by some of t»<¦ lea-'. superstitions
iin>>ng the classes or people left in the t<>wn that
the day of doom hsd come In ear est.sn.i some
of them hoped u bad for tbe troops and tortes.

corxcu. OF WAR,
It »o»rm unaccountable that u conld hare been

nearly nalf-piw*. eleven o'clock id the forenoon
before «n order, ao far a* snow, went to the
troop*. CertsInly the people were aroused at an
early hour, but the officer* who were to form the
council 01 war may hare beeu dilatory in rising.
Hewrpr, woen they did assemble there was the
.cent bernr* tbem not at Dorcbeatef but on the
heights of Hunker Hill; ana of course they must
t>e dislodged. The council, tt la said, lecommendea
landing up I be river, in the rear of term: and
certainly tnis would have been an effectual r ro-
ceedincr. Tne N-ck was very narrow and ships of
war or batteries could sweep across with their
guns either from the Mystic or tbe Charles River;
but cage who certainly was quick to see some
things, a* bis letters prove, perceived at once
that it placed his forces in a sanation to be
attacked on both- sides.In fact, tbouuh perhaps
he di1 not Know It, from three directions. Ward
must have come down from Cambridge. Htaric
from Meiford and I'reseott irom bunker Hill. He
mu<i hav e rejected the opinion o! tin council or
overruled r, and determined to attack the m-
tranchmeitt lata*, bo tbe council broke up
and

oniting issran to* troops.
Of f,>nrse these went through ceneral n<>W9,

second in ominaod. It bad oft-n been aald that
"tbo flower of tbe British army" waa In Boston,
and these, tan selected companies, with the
ihirty-flftn aad Forty-ninth regiments, were on
their way to Long Wharf at twelve o'clock. If tbo
peopie at Concord had had the saras length of
llmi! to prepare for Colonel saaltu's visit two
months beiore neither ne nor Pitcairn, nor a man
of his de-»et.t»*ut, would ever bars returoe-1 ..to
Uostou on the l»tn of April.

KM n > r. I AVION AND I.AMDf*().
Tbe boata and hargt s were ready at Long Wharf:

tbe eaanon were novate# ov> r tae bows or «eme
of them; toe red coats were brilliant and beauti-
fui; their aruis (lashed in the soni.gh*.; tbe cen.
era. and ui« <u(f, no doubt, were elegantly dressed,
an l tne wtiole stream or boats, aatney moved lu
parallel dnes, mnat nave looked pictnresuue and
gaHant, while the royal fleet of Admiral Craves
lay about tiiem with colors flying an l mil of ex-
clieir.ent, ready to cover their landmg at tha right
moment.
we nave only space to call the attention of the

reader to this magnificent sceae, as It was calmly
viewed by the reams" In the reduust on one
side, and Ills Excellency tbe Governor of the
colouy of Massachusetts Bar, Admiral Craves, of
tho Royal New, ths self-confldent General liar-
goyne, ace the nervous ntaton, on tbe other,
These last sat there, oa ( opp's Htli, about one
mlie as the bird flies rrom the redoubt, and
watched the tenlble scene of conflict which soon
foiiow-d this hrliiiant display.

I'reseott says he ordered the artillery and the
Connecticut troops to oppose their landlnf, and
we presume snon an order wfs given; bntltis
certain that no attempt was mad« to obey it or
carry it out. The British accounts say tbe mops
:. nded wueoat ooaoaltioa tad Prescdlt sans tha

men left liim ana he supposed wsnt to Banker
Hill, whenee (be; returned with Putnam and were
j.iaced by him at the rail tonce.
PitKI'ARATORT MOVKMKNTd.DK3BRTI0N3 AMD BXI-

CPTIONS.
The troop* were landed under cover of firing

from the: ships; the men brought into I.no on
Muultoa'o Ponu, near r.ns northerly end of tne
present Navy Yard. Howe aud Pigot were at
their posts. Howe surveyed the rebel irnrti, saw
more n»eu coming toward the Intrenchment, us
he supposed.they were going to construct that
memorable rail ttiuce.and at once ordered the
beats t" return fer a reinforcouiont, hs his m"n
only numbered two to one at this time. Wneu
tlis troops arrived they were formed in hollow
square. General Howe briefly addressed them,
sent out a guard along the river shore, as tne ac¬
counts say. and prepared lor a movement be*
twee* two and tfln-i} o'clock In ilie afternoon, Ins
men nil refreshed with provisions and rum lor
strength and excitement.
The statement is mate' on nrttlsh authority that

seme of mo m> n attempted to run uwuy. some
tried to join the rebels, aud of the latter two
weie hansred.

ACCOUNTS OF TltK BATTI.F.
There are various accounts of the battle of

Bunker lliil, contemporary aud compilations,
mostly well known. Among the con temporary
accounts the most full und complete, perhaps, U
that published under the authority or tho Coin*
mlttee oi Halety, written by Rev, Peter Thauiher,
who had associated with him Kev. Messrs. Oouper
and (lardner. Following this are tne a' counts of
the Provincial Congress; that of the British An-
mini Keplstry lor 1779, supposed by Edmund
Burke; the olUclal account o> Genera! (>ago*, tho
letter- of Burgeyoe, OOlonel l're.-cott and many
others; and there are numerous modern accounts
and compilations, more or leas partisan, and moro
or leas reliable.

Iu the gre.it leading features of ths engagement,
from the eveuing of the 16th of June to the eveu*
lug of tho 17th of Juno, thero is in all the oonteui-
porary accounts a very reasonable, if n^t intact
remarkable, concurrence oi statement, yet not
without d.screpancUs; and o* side oi this, it Is
believed, no single authority C4n be couslrleied as

absolutely relisbIG for any st*tement. VVe pro-
pose, as briefly ua we may, having already ghen
a sketch of preliminary History, to give a rapid
and we hope clear view end statement of the
events oi the memorable day. as derived from
contemporary materials, public documents and
private authorities. IruiOT'S FIRST ATTACK.
The first attack was made by General I'igot on

the redoubt. "At tats lus-tam," say th« Commit-
tee of Safety, "smoke and flames were seen to Issue
from the town oi Charlestowu." other accounts
represent this to have occurrod at the limn of t> e
second attack; but the committee sar it was in¬
tended "to cover thotr attack upon our linen, and
perhaps with a design io destroy or rout one or
two regiments of provincials who had been po-ted
in thai town." Tills statement Is inexplicable.

Pistol's men met a warm reception wncn tnry
had L'Ot near ebougn to be Heeu and selected, ami
ttiey very soon lo;l baca "in some disorder".that
Is, in foar;ul confusion. The fire of Prescott's men
slaughtered them, and some ot those who escaped
made for the bouts with nil haste.
Pigot had the Kitlh. Thirty-eighth, Forty-third,

Potty-seventh and Kifty-secona regiments, aud
Pitcairo, with a regiraout of marines. Prescott
says tiiey marched to the attack lu "threo col-
umtis;'1 but wnether he to include the
whole force under General Howe In this remark
or only tne lorcc comlnif toward toe redoubt
is snmewnat uncertain. We str,)Di>se a simui-
tanaous niovcmeni was intended; out, undoubt-
edir, H l'igut did not move llrsi. he commeiioed
the battle with the redoubt some lime before Howe
became encaged with the le.'t wing ol oar army,
and in thin way the flg'it was continued, each act-
lug independently of the other.

howb's I IH-T »TrA('K.
liowe moved the right Hank of his army tor-

ward an* attacked the hay eir-'-, when, to his
surpriso, Iho men ili<l not retire, They weie for
a tim.: warmly received by Calender's held pieces
from the a, per portion of the io ?; but bis iueu
absolutely ttrert ai random, and It Is .said did not
lilt their*suns to their shoulders. Tney were a
utile annoyed by the msranv tano, which swatmed
tin*ir artillery, and their balls went over the heads
of our men.
The consequence was that his men were /icutjlly

picked out by the Connecticut and Now Hamp-
shire marksmen, and 1 lie sliughier was so great
that tne "men of Mioden" were glad to rim away,
und It is a tittle doubtful, taking the Br«l«h ac¬
counts as authority, whether Howe's m^n or
Pigo'.'s got to tne boats 0r»r. Howe was amazed,
and ihc same authority says tits officers were ..hot
down round him and he was left aimost alone.

THK 8ICOXD A..N -AUI.T.
That there was a second assault mad» by General

Pigot, aud likewise, alter a wh'le, by General
Howe, is pretty positively asserted by the Itev.
Mr. li.aicaor, wlih tho same result as the first.
Ho says:.*At length they were rallied, and
marched up with *p area' reluctance toward tne
Intrjochment. The Americans azaln reserved
then ire until the enemy came within live or elx
rods und a second time put the regulars to dig it,
wiiO r.in in areat confusion toward ti.eir boats."
Nothing Is said here, howeter. about Howe's

ac ond movement, and som" of the aocounts that
mention the railyinz of his men nfott an refereocs
to the movements or «i%n»rnl Pigot. leaving the
account Incomplete. Boms of the British writers
try to make It out that there was uot a second
repulse.Kargoyna po. UHeiy so said in Parlla*
metM. On tne other nand H i* positively nstd
that llowe did rally his men and made a second
attack, from which he was thrown back a* belore.
htedman, ¦ a Hrltlsn authority, however, admits
thit they were etopped twice, and two or threo
other eont'. mporary autaorlties agree lu tne same
sia'ement.
U would appear, from all the aeeounts whlc.h

we have seen, that Putnam, amonr the pro*
viuclals, and Pitcaim, aaiong the regnlara. were
tne only officers on horseback in the engagement,
General i'om?roy, it is welt known, t ot a horse
irora Cambridge and rode to Chanestown Neck;
bat. seeing the oalls flyinv aerots it so numer-
ouslv, he handed his horse to a scurry, lor the
easoD that it was a borrowed one, and walko4 to
the rail lenee. I

TUB THIRB ATrACr.
Preicott remained at els post In th< redonb t,

which he did not leave at aay time daring toe
enijiuemcnt; an I If, as hesays.be bad onry tjo
men, his defence was truly wonderiuL At this
ime. of course. Hewe man have oeen fearfully
anxious ana reiointe. He mast have sent a
second t.uii for reinforcements, aad they came;
an i what was still more important, Gen*ral Clin¬
ton, of his own accord, aceoretug to Uur^eyne
iprooably Gage was in the church steenle at this
time, very likely where Paul Itevere's lamps had
been hun? out), came also, and led them on in
aid oi Pigot agaiast the nominal breastwork.
The flouting now went un more flerce.'y than ever,

and (be slaughter was t«rril>le, as described by the
bestanc most reliable British authorities. 'I he
Cower of the British army was oeing annihilated.
General Dearborn, who was at the rail fenca,

savs "tne eoemy fired so badly that lerty-nlne
balls out of flf.y passed from oai to mix leet ever
our neads; for I noticed an apple tree aome paces
in our rear, which nad scucsty a hail la It as high
[as low] as a msa's head, white the tiunk and
branches above were literally cat to pieces." He
says ne commanded a full company, and bad oinv
one man killed and five wounded, wmeh was a
fnll average of the loss we anstatned, excepting
those who fell while sallying from the redoubt
wnen it was stormed by the British column. "I
did net see a man quit his poit durlnc the ae-
MM."

(#KN KP.AL CUMTOS OH TUB FtSLD.
General Clinton was a very important addition

in this third attack, with Uh large force 01 iresn
troop* >o lead on or wish oa those who had al¬
ready l>ien Incles» action. Tea Are nad greatly
dimluiahed from me rcuoubt. tor want or ammu¬
nition, and the troop* ware able 10 get near mat
somewhat uncertain nroaatwork, where they
fouud but <?mall oppest ton, and soon bandied
ovr it toward tbe entrance to the redoiiht.
Here, it would seem, If The story of xhootmg
Warren la reliable, mere must have been an ai-
moac baud to aan<i fight, on moat unequal terms
in regard to ammunition and natoaeta.

the redoubt was earned, fresrott nays:.-Tlie
enemy, being nnmerout, surrounded our tittle Ton,
began to mouiu oar lines and t-uier the rort wttb
their bayonets. We were oDllged to retreat
through them, while they kept up as hot a lire as
it was pts-ible tor them to make."
One of tne most reliable and sensible British au¬

thorities, In regard to this battle, says:."We
should have been farced to retire !i fietural Clta-
ton had not come up with a. reluforcemeut of live
.r six hundred men." if this waa really so the
Compliments bestowed upon the British troops for
maintaining their higu reputation and superiority,
by Uage aud Howe and Burgoyne, weru utterly
absurd jicl meaningless. The trutn I* the victory,
Hueii as it was. was of no apeclai credit to British
arms, and prrtty nearly terminated all actual
Bri'Ha warfare in Massachusetts.
The trutii is, when the battle ended at night

celt tier partv had gained their object; the vrittxh
troops ban only not pb»*i>it«iou of tne bill, tbey
hao not conquered anybody, and tbey did not
dare to loiiow ibo provinclaia acrcaa the New;
nor had the provincials compelled Howe tad me
army to adopt tne al'ernatlvs wh»#h tie ;iad he:d
ont to them in bis little speech:."Remember,
fentiemen, we nave no recsurse to any resources.

I we lose lioston, bit-, to go on board our snips,
wiiicn will be vcrv disagreeable to us all.'' la less
tban three months. However, weaeral Uage ad¬
vised the eracantion of Boston.

lNT*a«3TINO K Aim ATI TIE.
In a pamphlet aocount ol me battle, Written

by Oliver Morsmsn, Fsq.. of Henderson, Jefferson
eaunty. N. T., "A RevolnUonary soldier," which
was published at Hackett's Hsrnor. In 1130. we And
the following interesting narrative, which tUoa-
trate-i new some ot the men got to tae field:.
ft "The author belonged to Colonel Asa Whit-
comb's regiment, stationed cast, aortheait from
Cambridge College, in fair view of Boaton, Charles-
town, B.eed's and Hnnker's HUM. About one
o'clock, se. tag (.Brunei 's regiment march, our
reglaient appeared anxious to go. Our Colonel
was absent. Tun Major tald that ne had orders
not to leave toe post, but, notwithstanding, If
part of s>»h isgimeiti would turn ont, lie (tne said
Major! woui<1 go. Tnete was eomet.ilng like too
turned ont ahd marcaert Immediately to Charles-
town cemrnon. near the Neck, wnencaanon balls
came acre«s iross the Oiaagow frigate of 30 guns
and three floating batteries, la the Mystto
River, and began to destroy the board fences aud
bouses. Then tbe Major halted bis men, and
expressed hi in sen In thia manner.'We have
ceme without orders; now every man return to
camp.' captaia Benjamin Hastings, a man aearly
seventy years of are, who ha<i served la the
Preach wsr, stepped ont and eaid, -Bore, (true
enoogn we were boys that turned ont) yen that
are nrft afraid, follow me. for I will go on te the
lint, or dte in the attempt " rnlrtj-lour fallowed
the o!4 aero, and arrival ta um* flau

; Iu"4 apftitaa b«n<j Wit pitea at th«

tors fivem/> *5* "bono*-" or these

the last thJ Q. Mi. .'*l,t ^unled, »»d anaoug

Masal author, who *u baru at Princeton,

CASUALTIES OP TUB BATTLE.
1(

DKATH or WAHRKV.
"Him! the first great martyr In this great

cause! Him the prerasture victim of his own

sell-devotlng heartl Him: the Head ol #ur civil
council, ana the defined leader of onr military
bands, w.iom nothing brought hither i;ut the un
queuchable lire of bis own spirit I Him I cut off
by Providence In the hour of everwhelmtag anxi¬
ety and thick gloom, falling ere he saw the atar of
his cooutry rise, pouring out his generous blood
like water before he Knew whether It would fertil¬
ize a land of freedom o- of bondage!" In the<e
eloquent words 01 Webster who can suppress the
emotions that rlsa at the mention or hn name?
Nearly all t»at history can r late m told In these

impressive words. Almost all the particnlura of
his gomi to the field or battle on thenar of the
17.h of Jun?, of liU presence there, or his dsath
and treatment nnd burial are related by different
contemporary writers in essentlatly varying state-
tneuts. Nearly every contemporary account,
British and American, mentions bis lull, all of
them with respect and consideration, save ono
from a Massachusetts unmitigated tory, who h id

made tus pb ape lnro Boston and afterward fio<i
to Kngland, where he was pensioned.

I'ho aon-raily received account of Warren's
career on that day is that he came from the (Jon-
gresi ar. WiiLertown that morning; was suffering
from nervous headache and look to his bed; soon

after, while the cannons w?re roaring about tha
town, rose and went 10 headquarters; thence*,
against remonstrances, to t'i? field or battle*
Thero h« declined the command offered to him
both by Prescott and Puinain In their different
positions; went into the light with a musket (or
sword); encouraged the men by his example, ainl
wris subsequently shot on the roir.Mt outsldo tha
redoubt bra British ofiloer in the back or iho
head, although It Is belie veil ho wua bleeding from
hi* wounds at the tun*.
Aa the Itrliish coiriuued to occupy the redoubt

It was some lime before tils death was made cer¬
tain nnd his body discovered.thrown Into thi

ground, stripped or his clothes, n wus rcco»-

nteed by certain marss on one of bis hands ana 'a
particular false tooth.
Congress, inspired oy the patriotic reeling of tha

whole country, on the 8th or April, 1777, voted to

erect a m-nument to his memory in Boston, which
never havinjc been fulfilled, the last Congress
voted some pieces ol old caunon to his townsmen
for the purpose of erectlug a statue near the place
of his birth,

KII.I.KD AND WOtJXDED.
Provinctai.9.Killed, H5; wounded, 305; pn».

oners, 30. Total, 450. Another account.Kill oil,
HO; wounded, 271; prisoners. 30. Total, 441.'
Oflleera killed were Major General Warren, Colonel
Gardner, cf Cambridge; Lieutenant Colonel Par-
ker. or Chelmsford; Major ore, of Paxton, an t
Major McClery. a number or the prisoners died
or their wounds in Boston Jan,
Biiitish.Gage's aocr-nnt.Killed, 226; wound®!,

VrtlfLm 01 their wounds, or th »

oflicers killed th to were l lieutenant colonel
(Pitoairn), 3 m»Jors, 7 captains Oileuieuaots and
13 sergeants; wounded, 3 majors, 27 cantatas t»
lieutenants, s ensigns. 40 sergeants 2 drummen?

It b;s I»en generally bell-reo that oZ-mo
count did not lU:!y **ow the results ol th« battle
As example, captain Drew's company (Thirty-
firth regiment) out of 33 men hal i» iuiled atid
2n wonnded, » escaped, aad Gage repom *2
bounded. tne r,21tn,at M 19 Killed aaa 00

. ..

BtTtN'lNO OF CHAUr.rirOWX.

».i ? egar.1 to other features of this remark*,
ble bitWe the deians of tins occurrence are v i

rl .us. Tho statements are thai it was set on nr.

bj-the ships: that it was setonfl?. b"tUe sol!
tilers In var oas places; tnal it waa not on (ire i»r
ft daticamfn; sent ofcr iq boats (either from ila
sinpi or ihe battery) for Uia sxpress DurnoVe
Tlion as to the time, whether It was birorS thi
action cominencel or after ihe first attacs or in

'act, late In the altcrnoon is uncertain' so'me 'm-
cooms say one thin* and some another bS?"
goyne (jipresslj ears Howe sent word io ths
b^ttorj u> sot tne town 01 (ire, and tlier then flreii
carcasses Into It and did set n or, fiVV; whMe on
the otfior hand. General Lee, in the Provincial

f-l"? i^f«war' '!ecl*r«l tfcat the town could not

h» k..» 5r* an(1 t>urn8(l by means or cannon as
he knew by ^x^peneoce. As?<i!!i it i« #V. .

Gage had determines to burn the town some tin *

^l°rrPhiP®9il0iT b0«D9! some or his soldie" sw.o
over there and got awsvi, end took tau onnnn,
nity to carry out bis threat! upportu-
At all events the town was burned and itir<»

some other things whtoh the British offloara in
America did, the people of Rugland if not tim
government, were either ashatned o7 or B0?rr for
TTiere ai^out mi* liuadred buildings in trui
6ouses. n wasJ,*e^f o5aii nu,ral"5r «'«^-ei.Knouses, it m%s set on fire In manr niacei m,,.

account specifies the number tenplIcM? (.m!
in

elTort wa" i«(top the fisais or
In f«i..i to save any pronertT wsiift tti« fin*

*

rr:mo?eoN';nd0,,u
with Gage In bnralng it. Soma of t>ia iut,at)itaiir»
It ts said, radiaintd in the town until the cannon'
balls pass d through tlitlr hon*e§. A few t>niM
ings toward the Seek wore aot bnrned i.h-
tltoe, out were web riddicd with oalUk Tl.sy we^S
b?!;T^unC,W," final?/-use?

'»««;¦'«\V^,VA."KS:
amount to more than SMj 000- hu t t...^5. ..°
Mere'e "J" 'rn '[n'" th" »ovorninsnu Prolessor
ifter the Arc .*.2 "i1® 0 11,9 flrst h°nses built
iter the fire, and vtsited it. with his wire aud

daugnter, in 1*70.
(JUBSTIO* or COMMAS DEB.

Tha question or ceramandsr lu thti notable
battle on toe provincial aide nas bean discussed at
different times, aid iipdh now to o«, as we should
ear. .'somewaat muddied." Daniel Webster well
aaid, "If ttiere wis any commander-in-chief it was
Prascou;-' and every cartful ruder of content
porary history disposed to consider everything to
D* four.il beano* npon be subject will And It dlffl-
oiit to reject his sagacious ennclasion. Jonn
Pitta, i dutlogaisbed and very acuve patriot, is
i letter to Wsm Adams, jnly 30, aaya fee ba«
written ill the particulars of tba battle ha bis
been able to obtain, and adds, "To be plain, it ap-
pain to ma there naver was more confusion and
leas command." a great deal of evidence may be
produced to show the Jus'lee of this conc.usioti
and the remarkable pertinency ol Mr. Wanatar'a
gigantic "If."
Jiavertheless, partisan writers, who contentedtlferoselvea with probabilities i few years ago,

and afterward tiouant their iss;rtlons war*
nat to be doubted, now issnme tha entire field
and the entire day a* under the command of
Colonel Prescott. it M nut po-athie. we think,
for any fair and candid reader ol history to idmit
tba corrections of tuts conclusion. Ifitconld i>e
proved hy the wrtttaj record ol General War.1, or
a written order in possesion of trie mends of
Colon*l Present, it wo«M neitncr .»» true nor
just, but neither of thesj thinirs can ha done.
There is n > record, md onr own opinioi la tha*
taurt ifver was any written order issued to any-
l»«.l The assertion that Prescott received no
orders from Putnam (wnich may or may not bo
true) is sufficiently met by the assertion (which
we believe is true) that Putnam received no orders
from Pr*acott.
Colonel Prescott, In Til* letter to John Adams

(who nad an Idea tnat General Pameroy was the
Irat Massachusetts officer), saya:."(in tha i#th
ol June, lu the cvemnir, I received orders (ha
does not say irotn whom) to march to Braed'a
Hill, tn Chartastowr, wita a party," 4c.

II tnis was so wbat need was there of stopping
at tae base of Banker's 11111 to decide where they
shojld construct the intrenchment r What doubt
was there aoout It t and way <lo tne Committee or
Safety say there was a mistake in this
matter. Taa "Prescott manuscript," to
be lonnd in the history of (iroton, re¬
fers to Bunker's 111II, and asserts that the
wnola height was known by that name, and ono
of his most earnest cnampions declares that "the
order designated Ranker's Hill as the position to
be taken," aod tbl* he do?s with ss much confl
denes ss if he had aeon tne order: bnt Preseott
says It was Breed's Hill. Without discussing the
question farther at this nrue we think it safe to
leava the commaad where Webster loaves it. in
the events of those times there is honor enough
for all, and (fee Indiscretions of partisans may. acil
we think has, damaged the cause they presume o
champion.

"DEMOCHA.TI0 nATT."
We may add. however, without intending to r*»

open an old and extended cantroversv, thst every
reader will teei that the battle was, what it has
been called, "a noble democratic flgnu" in fact,
11 was not almpiy one ught. Tne naval battle, It
Is true, was all on one aide, and vary damaging tt
waa, not only upon tba men at the rcdouat, but
especially at tha neck of land, wt,ich the ships
awepi and which ail re:uforc:mcnts had to oass.
pat on the neld, the left flsnk or the enemy we*
b'OOKhi against the redoubt aid the right againsttsa rail fence. Preacott was in tha redoubt an<l
did not leave It or give an order out«Me of it. Put¬
nam waa a» the rill fence during the whole
of the flght.ao teat it was tn fact, neecott ani
Plgot. and Pamtni and Hove; and i>etween these
tha conteat raged until Clinton joined Pigut an I
carried that feeble breastwork Which s*ae or the
nan had left and entered the redoubt, tne m?n
at tae rail fence held out natil the mea had left
tha redou&t, and than falling bark aiowiy covtre.i
tha retreat.
la October following Geaeral Gage adtwed tha

evacuation of Boston-, bat he left the country soeri
after, and General Howe remained p*nt tip in
Boston during tho winter. leaving It to the care or
Q«r*ra: Waaatngtou m t'.e <prlrig or n7a.

W. WF!RIf.l>0


